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Question: Why isn’t Moses canonized? I know he wasn’t allowed to enter Israel
because he disobeyed and split a rock causing water to gush forth, but many Saints
are guilty of far worse. I think he repented too.

Also are there any Old Testament figures considered as saints? (besides Saint
Michael or the other angels) If there aren’t Old Testament HUMAN saints, Why?

Answer:  Glad you asked!  This is a question with multiple elements to the answer.  To start,
let us turn to the Gospel of Matthew and examine what some of the Apostles witnessed
when Jesus was transfigured.  The Gospel reads:

Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother,

and led them up a high mountain by themselves.

And he was transfigured before them;

his face shone like the sun

and his clothes became white as light.

And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them,

conversing with him.

Matthew 17:1-3

In this moment of full revelation of Christ’s glory to the Apostles, in a moment where the veil
to Heaven is partially dropped, we know that Christ is only revealing glorious things.  The
fact that Moses (and Elijah) are present is clear testament to their Sainthood, both in that
they are seen fully honoring Christ in this moment, and in the fact that Christ honors their
holiness by making them a part of this divine revelation.  That Christ converses with these
men in this moment is full proof of their Sainthood, and we can be assured they are glorified
in Heaven.

Remember that the definition of a Saint is as follows (taken from USSB website):

[Saints are] persons in heaven (officially canonized or not), who lived heroically virtuous
lives, offered their life for others, or were martyred for the faith, and who are worthy of

imitation.

So why don’t we address Moses as Saint Moses?  It is simply the manner in which the
traditional use of the word has evolved. In Western Christian tradition, Old Testament
persons are not referred to as saints (other than the names of angels mentioned in the Old
Testament). The word was applied to early Christians (those persons after the death and
Resurrection of Christ) who were considered extremely holy and never evolved into being



used for pre-Christian persons.  So the term tended to be used after Christ, by not always
(or even often) extended to those holy persons who lived before Christ.

Clearly, certain Old Testament figures are considered to be among the saints of heaven. As
the Catechism of the Catholic Church notes:

The patriarchs, prophets and certain other Old Testament figures have been and always will
be honored as saints in all the Church’s liturgical traditions (CCC par 61).

Eastern traditions have used word titles reserved for saints and applied them to Old
Testament figures, so it is not a universal practice of the Church to avoid calling them saints.
Also, the Roman Martyrology does include some Old Testament figures.  

So it is the evolution of how the word “saint” is used that dictates why we don’t normally
refer to Moses as Saint Moses.  There was certainly no error within Moses that would have
kept him from entering into Heaven among the saints, and our normal practice of abstaining
from calling him Saint Moses should not indicate that he is somehow “unworthy of Heaven.”
So we can then know that, even if an Old Testament figure is not normally referred to as
“saint,” they may still be present in the lists of those we can be sure are in Heaven with
God.  The same holds for you – you many never be formally canonized as a saint by the
Church here on earth, but you, in your conformance to Christ, are still fully capable of
entering Heaven as a saint (praise God!).
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